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GREECE

Querrillas still energetic: Although neitiier the Greek Arny nor the
guerrillas have undertaken large scale operations under the present
winter conditions, their efforts to search out each other:s weaknesses
and to panpuver for position contimue. The most siznificant aspect

of tho present situation is that guerrilla logistics appear to be as
satisfactory as ever. Supplies are being trucked into the Vitsi tri-
angle from both Albania and Yugoslavia, and the Grausos area, laboriously
cleared by the army last sumser, is again serving as a supply link
between Albania and central Greecs., Recently captured guerrilla equipe
rent has inclinsd 75mm Skoda artillery pleces.

The guerrillas have also shown energy in their presaganda opera=
tions, In the actual batile zone the guerrillas have begun to use
artillery vime fire to disseminate their leaflets, while from behind
the front Karkos radio biwudcasts to the Greek Army are empnasizing
conciliation and urging the formation of unit *“reconciliation cormitieos®
which would act to stop the war. Thile the Oreeks cannot believe that
Markos honestly wishes a reconciliation with Athens, after the success.
ful guerrilla performance at Gromros and Vitsi many of them must wonder
if they were right a year ago in believing that Barkost "peace" efforts
were prorpted entirely by weakness.

TUREKEY

Turks risk Arab enmity in geace efforts: Turkey has demonstiated the
seriousness of its desirc for an Arab-Zionist settlement by its willing-
ness to serve, at the risk of incurring Arabd displeasura, on the UNis
tirree-pover Palestine Conciliation Commission. Already confronted with
hostile powers along a considerable portion of their frontier, the Turks
have necessarily placed great stross on maintaining good relations with
their Arab neighbors; Turkey voted apainst the pvartition of Palestine
last year and in its subsequent acticns has been careful to avoid any
steps whicn might provoke Arab hostility. At the sama time, however,
Turkey has been concerned about the deleterious effect the Palestine
dispute has had on Near Fast stability and about the opportunities it

has provided for Soviet agitation, Iuring the past year the Turkisih
Governnent made zeveral efforts to persuade the Arabs that their interest
wogld be best served by a Palestine settlerent, but kept matters on a
friendly, informal basis, HNow Turksy, along with the US and France, will,
have to take the bleme for any acts of the Commission %o which the Arabs

object.
SeeREr
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PALLESTINE

Prospects of the Palestine Conciliation Commission: The newly established
Palestine Uonciliation Cowmnission (Lo be comrosed of representatives

from the S, France, and Turkey) has been instructed by the General
Ass3enbly to aseist the Arsbs ond Jews to achleve a settlement of all
cutstanding problass between them. The Qeneral Assenbly recom:ended

no bzsis for settlement, but by deleting all mention of the Hernadotte
Report, immlicitly reaffirmed its 1947 Partition Recolution, In pursuing
this opjective, the Conclliestion Commission will be confronted wita
almost &ll of tine multiple difficulties facad in turn by laet winterts
Malestine Comigsion, last sumreris Truce Commission, by Count Bernadotte,
.nd by hls successor, Dr. Bunche, the presznt Acting lediator, Mlthough
the Provisional Goveranment of Israel is anxious to negotiate a settlew
nent, there is considerable doubt as to whom it will negotiate witn.

The Lebanese OGovernnent refuses to negotiate while Isracli troops occupy
ereas of southern Lebanon. The present political erisis in Syria was
cgused in part by the failure of the govermmentts Palestine rolicy, and
it is extremely unlikely that any new government will either desirs or
be permitted to negotiate with Israel., Iraq still maintains from 8,000
to 10,000 troops in central Palestine, and its povermment continues to
advocate concerted action by tlhie Arab states tc ovpose Zionism, The
Iraqi Goverrment does not dare bring heme an army that has failed to
defeat the Zionists; it is, therefore, difficult to imagine on what
basis Iraq could negotiate with Israel. Egynt refuses to negotiate
while Israeli troops continue to contrsl the Negeb, occupy Beersheba,
and hold as virtual prisoners an Luyytian biigade at Falluja.

There is 1ittle doubt that Abdullah of Transj

: Jordan would like to
regotiate a Lroad settlement with Ierael. A local armisti i
ngzilenhligaeli and Arab legion officers i by, and e

] s been urged by the recent conference of Palesti

3 ¢} estinian Arab

gotab]:ea at Jericho to proclain himzelf Joint ruler of Palestine ;id
ransjordan. On the hasis of these two develowents agreement betv;ean

Israel and Transjordan 1 +
ment in Palesting might appear to offer hope for a broad settle-

¢

Jericgh::sﬁﬁ:grs of the Arab Leapue, hovever, strongly opvose the

Jorich re Arahl;z" The Kings of Feypt, Saudi Arabia, and i’emen Azzam

Ulenas o yirah L ague secretary general), the inflvential councg.l ot:

224 Jotenon b cupracies s chppons IR o S
: b sap; is

Abdullah wily act until they have mcé.)fgzgaigeigtold d?l‘lbtﬁa hwiiing

Pposition; notwithe

standing the Transiord.
Jordan Parligm £
tion, If he %ere to assune ﬁleent & endorsemsitt of the Jericho resolye
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| more than a “paper deal." His Arab Legion occupics the Qld City of

| Jerusalen and a relatively small area bounded by Ramallah on the
north and by Hebron on the south. He ls therefore 3In no position to
nagotiate either the Negeb or the Galilee issue. MNoreover, he is
not likely to receive encouragement at this tine from the UE, which is
anxious Lo avold responsibility for any develonment oprosed by most of
the Arab league and which realizes that ibdullahls authority in Palestine
would be greatly limited, Eventually, the other Arab states may
decide that it would be to their best, interests to withdraw and let
Abdullain bear the omus of treating with the Israelis and the responsi-
bility for subsequent developments in Palestinc,

Thus the Conciliation Cormission faces a difficult task in trying
to bring Arabs and Jews tegether without having amy basis for reaching
a settlement and in view of the refusal of most of the prab states to
negotiate with Israel. In effect, it will probably revert to a truce
cormission, It may be able to extend the present Jerusalem armistice
into a demilitariszation agreement for the area, establish an effective
amistice in the Negeb, and persuade the Israeli forces to withdraw
from southern Lebanon. However, it will probably have to ignore the

Gquestion of boundaries and the continued presence in Palestine of the
Arab armies,

EGYPT

Dissolution of Ikhwan: Prime Minister Mokrashy's action sin dissolvin
the Ikrwan al-Yuslimin, an organization 500,000 violently nationalistg
end fantically religious Moslems, is expected to strengthen Nokrashy's
hand in dealing with other political opposition. Since the organiza-
tion has been driven underground and must therefore restrict iis
activities, Nokrashy should also have (at least for the tinme being)
Ereater success in raintaining public order, The govermmant?s sudden
action. came after a police investigation of a Cairo bombing turned up
the Ikiwan's detailed plans for further disturbances. The politdical
aims of the nlotters appear to have been the overthrow of the =

Y its replacement by a Fafdist Cabinet

SYRIA

Arslan may form overmment: Th indi i
AEsTan, Prxeai e i?s; = ére are indications that Fmir fdel

test 1
3y succeed in forming a government::ardi‘hte {oF the Syrian Premiersi;ip,

intelligent, well educated ; Arslan is politically experienced
* » and intensely nationalistic; i ’
Prime Minister, he will undouhtedly be a strong factor inlgsgzbﬁ:gﬁz
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Syriacs future orientation althou;n President quwatli will probably
continue to determine basic policy. lnile Arslants anti-foreipn
sentiments aupur 111 for Syrian cooveration with e " estern powers,
they should alspo lessen tha possibility of a Syro-Tovieu ranprochs-
Tent. Wi consistent opposition Lo any form of cerorordse regarding
2alectine and his adwvocacy of all-out measures against Israsl may well
lneroace the difficulties of reaching arabedewlsh settlement.

The i

Uaed povermoend sgueaks througiit  After three weeks of debate on Prire
Yinister Saedfs Cablnet and propram, 2 bare majority of the Majlis
finally iave Saed a vote of confidence. Both the presc and the Kajlis
vere friendly to Ssed when he took office a little over a month ago,
but they soon turned against him because of his choice of Cabinet
ministers, The resigmation of several of the more objectionable
vinisters evidently satisfied cnough deputies to produce the present
vote, in which only Abbas Eskandari, the leading leftist in the
¥ajlisy actually opposed the goverrment. However, the umrillingnass
of a nxgoer of important factions to give their support o Saed will
probably force him 1nyo time-consurdng efforts to placate them 5f hs is
3 :Erviva as Prime l;lmisterc Many members of the Qavam group, largest
¢ Majlis, abstained, as did Winister of “ar Ahmedits Unity f
and a score of other deputies remained mty faction;
out of the chamber, Loreover,

the Shah and the army apparently failed to pive Sa
rendered his predecessor, Hajir, give Saed the same backing

. INDIA-PAKISTAN

Indiais naw C-in-.C3y The impending departure of General Sir Roy Bucher
e british olficer now commanding the Irxiian Aray, increases the ’
gosggllity 91‘ open lrgrfare between India and Pakigtano General.
I;cda mtta :hvo ;:stzx ;i:gq:i:whd thgtszice of Commander-in-GChief on
¥y ha erating influence on Indi ilitary
policy and with the ¢ i hi i ti cite mmars
Pakistan has kept to :oﬁ:;;ndgﬁeg;a comter o Torite mmber :m
ﬁrmy and Pakistants regular troops in Keghmir , .
tenant, General X, k. Giriappa, gives the imprecs
emperanentally unstable, and lacking in sonnd

el ; glory that s i i
L' the Kasimeir Cairpaign would provide, The nesd fogpzepdgozigfﬂ gfﬁzgal
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solution of the Kashudr probler is varticularly urgent at this timo,

not only becauce of Generai Ceriap;ats aprointnens, but also because
the snow storms which are currently restricting military operations in
Xashmir are expected to glve way Lo clear weather by the beginning of
the year., Even if India fails to start a clesr-cut offensive operation,
increased Indian pressure my result in a "preventive® offensive by

an slready nsrvous Paklstan.

NOTEN IN BRIEF

| Thils thare are no sigrnificant strikes in orogress in Greece, there
' ig cons{derable labor unrest. %The new Labor Kinister has indicated
| that he will be less firm than nis predecegsor in defending the wage
| freaze, Ueamvhile, it has been learned that government officials are
receiving letters from soldlers at tne frent urging measures to pro=
tect their families apainst rising ¢cs6lSe o o 0 ¢ 0 o6 3 2 & o » A
petition demanding independence for the large Kurdish minorities of
Turkey, Iran, and Irag has now been presented w the UN by members of
the gnall group of organizations wiich have perennially agitated for an
independent Kurdistan. The petition will vrobably be piyeonholed as
coming from a non-official source unless the USSi, whose agents are
assiduously attempting to stir up Kurdish uarest, decides to sponsor
the petition in order to argue the existence of a Furdish “problen,®
m s 2« « o >4 e o The first two predictions for the 25 Jonuary Israeli
slactions, from Goldmann in London ard Yhe Press CIUub in Tel Aviv,
agree that Lapal will come out ahead. Estimates give Mavai approximstely
30-36% of the votes, the orthodox religious parties 18-20%, socialist
pro=Soviet Vapam 187, Beigints right-wing, anti-partition Freedon Party
10-15%, Corzunist 3-5%, and other 7%. o o v « o o o o « « The recent
relipious installation of Archimandrite Leonides and oaputy Fataer
Aseya in the mussian Or&irodoX Chiicch at Fin ¥arim (near Jerusalem)
extends the authority of the Joscow vatriarchate to Palestine, whera
since Yorld War I it has had no physical control. Since the establish-
ment of Israel, however, the USSR has been conducting a quiet, steady
campalgn to win control over Russian Chureh property within Jewighe
occugied verritory, including Jerusalem. Soviet penetration of the
Rusgian Orthodox Church in Palestine, aided by the tacit approval of
the PGI as showm by the attendance of Israeli officials at the installa-
tion; has succeedsd in forcing many Russian priests who opnose the
Moscow archbisher to flee from Israeli-held areas, taking refuge En
§§£g ca;:s in the Arab-held QLd City of Jerusalem: o & R o

er_terman Ceneral Von Schlavitz, who o 1 ived in amamena
:%t?'faurdothg? Gerzan officers, ha; bezu :;gggiiégrézzignézﬁ;agiizzzr

rmored and Artillery Bettalions in Swria. s ‘ ow 2bouk 9L
German of ficers (rormerass ren) seﬁviﬂg”gzlif Eﬁe;f‘are oW about 235
- fiad Solh, the Leha Ser. hag nielon Ao .« o o

° o e iy e _Lebanese Premier, has strongly urged US
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cepresentavives in Paris against pushing Israelts application for UN
rembersnip this year. Riad Bey stated that, to do so, would jeovardice
any chance the Conciliation Commaission might have of negotiating a
settlement of the Palestine issue. o ¢« o o o o o 5 = ~ ALINCO (American
Independent 0il Co.) is attempting to expand its vil intercsts. Already
in possession of tie Kuwalt half interest of the Ruwait Heuiral Zohe
and having obtained preferential rights to tie offshore area of tae
auwwait half, AWINCO is negotiating with Ibn Ssud for the Ssudi half
interest in the Zone. Ibn Saud is delaying the negotiztions, ostensibly
: tacause of the Palestine issue but actually, it is believed, in an
. atterpt to gain better terms, . . . . . - . . . o The prospective ailocu-
vion of soutnern Fritrea to Ethiopia bty the UN creates a serious probiem
.or the French Somaliland por¥ of Djibcuti, which is economically
dependent on the monepoly it has traditionally held over Ethionial's
forcign comrerce. The absorbtion of southern Eritrea wviould provide
Ethicpia a seaport of its own, Lassavwa, and the French might be forced
to establish s free port at Diibouti in order to retain anough of the
Cthiopian trade (and lure enough of the Indian Ocean~Red Sea trade
from the free pert of Aden) to ward off stasmation.
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